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“has gained by that family good citizens, who ferve 'her in the
moft ufeful and brilliant manner. "

¢ Barthelemy at length felt that the period of his dlﬁ'olutxon was
-approaching : yet, althongh exhaufted with fatigue, and bending
beneath the weight of eighty years, his fenfibility was ftill vigo-
‘rous, and ,your Juﬁ decrees made the clofing fcene of his life -
happy. -

¢ When he heard that you were endeavourm(r to repan' the
ills under which fo many thoufands of innocent men laboured,
he lifted up his hands towards heaven, and exclaimed—¢ Glory
to God—honour to the national convention—I have lived long
enough !’ -

¢ In the prcfent pofture of affairs, the country demands all
your attention. I fhall, therefore, confine myfelf to requeft a
favour due to the manes of Barthelemy. One of his nephews,
Ido not mean your refpeCtable ambaffador at Bafle, but the
citizen Courgay, has for twenty-five years difcharged the duties
of a fon to his uncle, and for a long time fulfilled all the func-
tions of keeper of the medals and antiquities of the national cabi-
‘net. I move, therefore, that the citizen Courgay be appointed
‘to that office, which he has already proved himfelf fo able to
fill 1”

‘This motion was referred to the committee of public inftruc-
tion, and a repbrt foon after’mhde, in confequence of which
Barthelemy Courcay was appointed fucceffor to his uncle.

N
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ROBERT BAKEWELL

RoBERT BAKEWELL, 2 yeoman of confiderable property, and
- author of a new [yftem relative to the breed of domettic animals,
was borg, in 1726, at Difhley, in Liecefterfhire, on the paternal
farm which afterwards became his conftant refidence, and the
fcene of all h:s improvemengs.. His. educatnon was fuch asis
generally beftowed on people of his rank in life, and extended
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no further than to writing and mthmetnc but he enjoyed the
advantage of an early profeﬂional initiation in- hufbandry, under
‘the aufpices of a fatherywho was a man of a ftrong and inquifi- _
tive mind, and the orderly excellence of whofe agricultural labours
had long diftinguifhed him as the ableft cultivator of his diftri&.
The elder Bakewell died in 1760, but the management of the
farn was committed to the fon many_years before, and at his
father’s death he had wnmelred a feries of fuccefsful experimental
praétice, both in ftock- -breeding and hufbandry.

That the younger Bakewell was actuated by ‘that ftrong men-
tal ffimulus which is the certain indication of original genius, is
evinced by a conftant eccentric aftivity, from which refulted dif-
coveries and improvements in his profeffion, and a decided fupe-
riority, both of plan and execution, over his contemporaries;
whlo, indeed, far from aiming at rivalry and competition, impli-
citly fubmitted to his decifions. Eminently fitted as he was by
natural difpofition, and even perfonal appearance, for the precife -
chara@er in-life in which he chanced to be placed, there is no
doubt but he would have foared far abave the common level, had
fate allotted him a poft of much higher diftin&ion ; and the wri-
ter of this memofr has been affured by a man of fcience, in the
habits of intimacy with him, that although illiterate, and apper-
taining ta # clafs proverbially devoid of curiofity, he would liften
to a philofophical problem with that eager curiofity and ardent
defire of information peculiar to original minds alone.

The grand principles adopted by Bakewell in ﬁock-brecding
and tillage, namely, that ¢¢ Like will produce its like,”” and that
¢ Animal manure is the main fcience of hufbandry,” are allowed
‘to be juft, but his application of thefe leading maxims was far
from being incontrovertible. Thofe peculiar notions, to which
itis dxﬁcult to fubfcribe, are, that the quinteflence aldne of ma-
nures (which he fuppofed to refide in the dried and exhaufted
afhes) is of any benefit to the fand; and that the barrel-fhape,
which prefents rotundity in the centre, with a gradual tapering
towards either extremity, is the moft advantageous foitn for do-
meftic animaks. In purfuance of the firft notion, he fuffered his
dung heap to lic fo Jong (perhaps two years and upwards), and
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to go through fuch 2 continued proceG of fcmentation, that jt
was fairly reduced to the confiftence of a ftercorary fnuff,  and
in this ftate he laid it upon his land; which furely would net
bhave begn the worfe for thar fat and incraffating fubftance, in-
haled by the atmofphere during fo long a period.' Granting
even, for form’s fake, that the real effence of manure had been
thus procured, yet the extreme difficulty of obtaining an ade-
quate quantity, joined to its unavoidable wafte in the appl;ca-
tion, form an infuperable bar to the utility of the praéhce.
The barrel fhape of cattle, a mere fattitious form, and perhaps
not natural to any of the indigenous breeds of this ifland, is
liable to the folid objections of producmg in ammafs intended
for ﬂaughter a difproportion of fat to the quantity of lean,
which is a pablic lofs; and in thofe deftined for labour the
waddling gait of a duck,.in the place of a firm, facnle, and rec-
tilinear mode of progreffion. - :
He, hcwever, adhered to }us favom'xtc ideas, wnth a full fhare
of that paternal prejudice and ‘pertinacity which is faid to dif- -
tinguifh the founders of fyftems. His cattle, felected and reared
with immenfe care and eoft, affumed that ftately and beautiful
appearance which charmed a whole country where fuch a fight
was perfectly novel'; and the cultivators, being admitted in the
critical moment of the animals’ bite, were equally ready either
to be duped or infirued. The idea was new, and the rationale
of it centred in the invention and judgment of a fingle enter-
prifing individual. It could not be fuppofcd that his purchafcn
and difciples were firft-rate judges. of the true lines of animal
proportion, of that they cguld artfully and fcientifically com-
bine the ideas of beauty and wutility; for it is well known that
thefe are flill extremely variable and uncertain among our cat~
tle-fanciers. The truth is, a large quantity of beautiful and va. -
luable ftock was diftributed about the country from Difhley,
and of this there was no fmall fhare, the fole value of which
confifted in a fleck and bulky appearance, conferred folely by the
great care and expence of the breeder. Thefe animals having
coft the purchafers, or thofe who hired them, confiderable
~ fums, it was aneceﬂ'ary confequenca that their produce wamld -
: -be
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“be valuable' in proportion; and Bakewell (hréwdly obferved,
e that the only way to have capital ftock is to keep the price
“high.’
In aid of thefe natural and legitimate caufes of the high
“prices of the Difhley breed, others were fupcradded, which,
“although but too common in all matters of bargain and fale,
“are not confidered as being fo candid. A fort of monopoly was
created among the ffatemity of improvers, who adopted all the
arts, and put in pralice all the tricks, of jockies and horfe-
“dealers. ‘Sham contrats and purchafes were made at wonderful
“high prices; puffers were regularly engaged to fpirit up the
'buyers at autions; and a young lord or gentjeman, with his
:pockets well lined, and his fenfes mtoxxcated by the fumcs of im-
' provement, was as fure to be impofed upon by thefe as by the
gentry at Newmarket. The pens of itinerant agriculturifts,
.whofe knowledge of live flock. originated merely in their writ-
:ing about it, now took up the caufe, and blazoned forth the
tranfcendent qualities of the ‘¢ new Leicefters,” In confe-
.quence of this the country began to confider thefe oracular de-
.cifions as orthodox. Not fo the town. .The fages of Smith-
field, before whom the fatted animals of all counties pafs in heb-
domadal review, and who try the merits of all by the - unerring
ftandard of the balance, although they were compelled to pur-
chafe the commodity, never approved the barrely wfhape, or the
Dnﬂaley improvements. They pretend at this hour that the ori-
inal breed of Leicefter fheep was more advantageous, in point
of pub]xc utility, than the.new one; and that the -Lincoln,
a branch of the ancient family of Teefwater, is,. in. refpect to
form, fuperior toall. They do not even fcruple to affert that
thc fccdmg of Difhley ftock has never faxrly repaid the cul-
tnvator
Tt Js- certam that ‘\Ir Bakewell was not cnnched notwnth—
ﬂandmov his unremitting exertions, the admirable ceconomy- of
) hls farms, and the vaft fums which he obtained for his cattle,
: ;But this is to be attnbuted e;mrely to the generous &yle of hoﬁ»
- pxgahty which he conftantly maintained at Dithley; where every
inquifitive ftranger was received and entertained with the moft

frank
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frank and liberal attention. The expanded heart of this man
demanded more capacious means for the gratification of its gene-
rous defires; and it is evxdent, from his condu&, that he
was ambitious rather of thc honour than the proﬁt of his
calling. Y

After what has been fo freely afferted refpe&mg the errors of
the Bakewellian fyflem, the mind of the reader may well be
fappofed anxious to inquire wherein confifted the merit of this
famous breeder, and in what mode can he be faid to have ferved
his country. Notwithftanding his practical failure, Bakewell
-was a greater friend to improvement than any other man, either
before or fince his time ; by promulgating to the nation the true
principle of all excellence in breeding, in the axiom that ¢ like
produces its like,” and proving it by his praftice ; by exciting -
altivity and emulation in a clafs of fociety perhaps the moft
indolent and prejudiced of all others ; by making cattle-breedmg
depend on principle, in oppofition to the old lazy cock and hen*
fyftem of the little farmer, which would abfolutely have'ftarved
our increafed population ; in fine, by opening, and rendering:
paffable, a road which will in the end lead to perfe®tion. 'His
fyRem has been feduloufly purfued models of the larger horned
cattle have been produced, in point of form abfolutely border-
mg on perfeCtion; and the bufinefs of rearing live ftock is, at
this inftant, followed with enthufiafin by the moft illuftrions
chara&ers in the kingdom.

The inftra&tive converfation of his father, and a perufal of
the farming and cattle treatifes of Ellis of Gaddefden, were the
firft incentives to improvement experienced by our rural philo-
fopher. Looking around him he beheld nothing worthy of re-
mark, but a ftupid and indolent adherence toold cuftoms ; a farm-
ing pratice without order or economy ; the Jand foul and ftarved
for want of ftock, or ftocked with fhabby and ill-forted ani-
mals ; and a bare Jiving obtained where, with an enlightened and

® By the cock and ben fyflem is intended an allufion to thofe Cockney cultivators
who write with fuch raptures about the listle farmers of former days, and the wjf flocks
o poultry they fent to market,  Poultry, always an expenfive luxury, wilt probably
appear; on a fair calculation, to be invariably a lofs to a{mall farmer. :

fpirited



104 BAKEWELL,
[ ]

fpirited improvement, fortune might have been acquired. Hav-
ing now conceived cerain theoretic notions, with a charac-
seriftic fpirit of fagacity and enterprize, he determined to fub-
mit them to the teft of experiment, previoufly to their adop«
tion as fixed principles. He accordingly made occafional tours
through the beft cultivated parts of the ifland, efpecially thofe
moft celebrated for their refpeGtive breeds of cattle; he alfo vi-
fited Ireland, more than once, for the fame purpofe.. He viewed
on the fpot the ufe and commencement of that cheap, expedi-
tious, and ‘effe@tive mode of hufbandry pra&ifed in Norfolk,
which has fince become fo defervedly famous; and on that mo-
dél, and the neat and orderly {yftems of Holland and Flanders,
which he afterwards furveyed, he founded his ewn, in no
‘vefpeét inferior, and in many far fupcnor to the celebrated
. ‘ariginals.

Nothing, either of great or inferior confcquence, in rural
economics, efcaped his indefatigable refearch ; and, from repeated
obfervation of that moft beneficial praétice, he at length formed
a very complete plan of irrigation, or condu&ing of water over
meadow land, calculated fer his own fituation at Difhley. As
a ftriking proof of the inventive and ufeful turn of this man’s
mind, it is recorded, that a ftream, brought for the purpofe of
irrigation from the upper grounds, was applied to the convey-
arce of floats of turneps to the homeftead for the ufe of the
cattle, Thus labour and cartage were faved, and the attend-
ants in the yards received from the favourable tide of this canal,
of various ufes, whole cargoes of the needful commodity ready
wathed to their hand. Another fingularity, worthy of notice, -
attended Bakewell’s plan of irrigation : his unenlightened neigh-
bours, farmers of the old fchool, who, whilft they looked over
his hedge and faw him ploughing up his grounds, in the moft
complete and advantageous manner, with only two horfes and a
driver, were at the inftant employing four, or perhaps fix, with
two attendants, upon precifely the fame foil, affe€ed to be much
alarmed left the water, which Bakewell colleGed upon his land
to fuch an immenfe profit, might, by an accidental inundation,
poifon theirs; and they even threatened, nay, it is faid, aGually
commenced, a profecution againit him on this account.

’ - - * The
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The Lancafhire long-horned cattle, the Tecfwater and Ljn.
coln fheep, the Berkthire pigs, in fhort all the original and beft
breeds of the ifland, now fupplied Difhley with well feleGed
individuals, in order to mix and produce a variety, according to
the precife ideas of this {yftematic projetor, and thus attain a
profitable fuperiority bdth in refpeét to figure and quality. He
accordingly went to work to diminifh bone and length, ‘or, in*
his own pithy phrafe, ¢ to fubftitute profitable fleth for ufelefs
bone.” Finenefs of bone, he argued, and redu&ion of frame,
would produce finenefs of flefh, aptitude to fatten, and diminu-
tion of offal.  The fpontaneous tendency to pinguefaction
would alfo conduce to quietude of difpofition in the animal, and
to the more economical and eafy fatisfaction of the appetite.

The Difhley breed of horfes originated in that of Flanders,where
Mr. Bakewell felected the moft valuable ftock of thiskind he could
meet with at a very confiderable price ; and he wasoften accuftom-
ed to relate, with great good-humour, that he had once met with a
Dutchman who refufedany money for a favourite mare. His
partiality for large horfes and inattention to the racing kind, of
fuch mdnfpenfable ufe in this country, are matters of fufficient
notoriety ; while his oﬂ“er, fome years fince, of a huge black cart
horfe, which was exhibited to the king and at Tatterfal’s, as a
proper ftallion for the produce of faddle-horfes, was jufily conﬂ-
dered as one of the moft prominent errors of his'judgment ¥,

The father lived long enough to obferve the dawning fuccefs
of his fon, and is faid to have exprefled the moft heart-felt fa-
tisfalion, and fanguine hopes, at the profpe@®. Some time
previoufly to the old gentleman’s death, the new Leicefler fheep
were fold, by private contract, at two, three, and fome
few at four guineas each. Bakewell then, with truly public
fpirited views, began to let out his rams among his neighbours
at the low price of fifteen or twenty fhillings apiece for the fea~
fon. But fo fudden and confpicuous was the improvement
of the neighbouring flocks, both in fubitance and elegance '
of form, that the fame of the Difhley rams was rapidly diffufed

* His own fallions, however, were ufually I:t by the feafon, at the rate of one
bundred guineas and Gpwards.

5 around,
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around, and extended even to foreign countries. Their ptice,
therefore, both for hire and purchafe, augmented in a propor-
tionate degree. The {fum paid for the ufe of one of thefe for a
feafon was foon increafed to twenty-five guineas, and from that
rate (fo greathad now become the fame of his ftock) experienced
a gradual rife to the amount of near five hundred peunds! But,
as an inftance of fingularly great cmolumem: in this way, the
ram named the two-pounder earned his proprietor, in one feafon,
eight hundred guincas, exclufive of his duty to his own feraglio;
the reward of which, being reckoned in proportion, would
have produced the enormous total of twelve hundred guineas.

In the mean time the charaCer of the“new Leicofter oxen held
even pace with that of the fheep, and tommanded prices pro-
portionally great. They were imported by the cultivators of
Ireland, with a view to improvement; and fome found theis
way Yo the continent, even as far as Ruffia, where they were
much admired for their ftatelinefs and beauty. A confiderable
"number of the Difhley bulls and heifers were expofed to fale at
the horfe aution at Tatterfal’s, where thofe of the fineft form
obtained high prices.

As an additional proof to foreigners of the wealth and fpirit
of improvement in this fortunate country, and with the view of
banding down to pofterity the remembrance of fuch extraordi-
nary events, it will be proper to adduce fome more facts refpecting
“the prices obtained for this famous breed of cattle. Mr. Fow-
Ier, of Rollright in Oxfordfhire, began his improvements by
hiring a few cows and 2 bull from Difhley. At the fale of his
effelts, after his death, his ftock of large horned cattle alone
_ raifed a fum of money equal in value to the fee fimple of his
farm : fifteen head of them were fold at an average price of one-
bwidred and fixty-four pounds each, making a grofs amount of
two thoufand four hundred and fixty-four pounds.

At the fule by auion of the flock of Mr. Paget of Ibftock
(for many years a breeding confederate:of Bakewell’s), one bull
produced four hundred guineas, and a fixth fhare of the fame was,
fome time after, difpofed of for one hundred. A two year old heifer
fetched 84 guineas; two hundred and eleven ewes and theave
fheep brought three thoufand three hundred and fifteen guineas,
¢ ' N T - at
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at an average price of feventeen guineas each; while one parti-
cular lot of ewes, in number five, was fold by themfelves for
three hundred and ten pound. Many readers will readily pre~
fuppofe a great deal of rifk and unqcrtainty, and no little of
the inveigling power of imagination, in f{peculative purchafes
like thefe; for real fona fide purchafers they were : and to prove
fuch are not fingular in their judgment, a certain high-bred
Dithley heifer, which coft the fortunate buyer fourftore pounds,
was altually valued on her jonrney homewards, by a jury of
common farmers, at eight. ‘s

The author of this article himfelf, a thorc'mgh paced ama-
teur, has bought new Leicefter heifers at ten pounds each,
which, comparatively,y were not worth half that fum, either as
milkers or for any other purpofe: But the following anecdote
will evince the opinion of the law in this cafe: Mr. Bakewell
let a bull for the feafon to a certain gentleman who defired to
improve his ftock. The gentleman died in the interim; and fo ,
little account was made of this high-bred animal, that he was-
aQually fold, with the reft rof the effetts, and obtained no
more than eight pounds, having been pnrchafed by a butcher,
who flaughtered and fold his flefh at two-pence halfpenny per
pound. ~ Bakewell laid his a&tion, and recovered two hundred
pounds for this fame bull, and fifty for the ufe of -him during
the feafon.

We have already mentioned the cheering old Englith hofpx-
talities of Difhley. Every thing about the farm was arranged
with admirable order, and at the fame time fo calculated as to
fatisfy curiofity.” Even the thew of the cattle was condué’ted
with the moft pleafing and interefting regularity. The fheep
were exhibited fingly in a {mall houfe, adapted to that purpofe, -
having two oppofite doors, one for admiffion, the other for re-
treat; and the inferior were always introduced firft, that the
imagination of the infpeCtor mlght be raifed by degrees to the
utmoft pitch at the exhibition of the lalt and fineft. The policy
of Bakewell alfo mduced him to conceal thofe rams, which were
alveady engagcd ‘from the view, and ineffeGtual coveting, of
thofe who were defirons to hire. Among his curiofities he

8 ' fhewed
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fhewed a viitor the rump and firloin of 4 cow rhore that
twenty years of age, which were four inches thick of fat; and
yet the animal did not die completely fat. Alfo two- pieces. of
Bacon; one of a large boned hog, the other of his improved
breed of very fimall bone: the latter was eleven inches thick to
"the bone, the former not half that thicknefs.
The kmdly quietnefs and docility of the animals at Difhlcy
have been fancifully attributed to the happy conformation of
their bodies; but, whatever weight may fubfift in fuch reafoning,
an adequate canfe is immediately to be found, for the effe&, in
the fimple diet and orderly management of the beafts, added to
the amiable tendernefs and humanity of their mafter. If the
pofition laid down by our Jaft veterinary writer *, who has taker
great pains to elucidate and determine the rights of brute animals,
_and to inculcate the duties of benevolence, be juft, we need
look no further to appreciate the moral excellence of Bakewell’s
chara&er. His tenderncfs for the feelings of animals was de-
ferving of much praife: he corre€ted with the utmoft feverity of
rebuke, and, at the fame time, with the moft applicable, fhort, and
convincing argumenits, the favage and unfeeling wantonnefs of
butchers and drovers. But his. own example was a living vo-
lume of precepts, daily read and followed by all around him;
and the effect, both upon men and brutes, was moft grateful
to the eye of pbilofophy. It was pleafing to behold an animal
of, elephantic bulk conduéted, from one end of the farm to the
other, with a packthread held by a boy of feven yeirs of age; the
amimal gleaming content from his eountenance, and exhibiting a
feeming convition that nothing but good was intended him.
Robert Bakewell, having nearly completed his feventieth
year, died on the 1ft day of OGober, 1795, after a tedious
. fickoefs, to which he fubmitted with 3 conftitutional and phis
" lofophical fortitude. He was neves: married. In perfon he was
tall, broad in the:cheft and thoulders, and in his general figure
" exa@tly tallying with our ideas of the refpetable old Englife

*a Humamty and benevolénce to helplefs beatts, is (in genenl) a certain m&-
atfon.of generghity of Koul,And anitural love ol' )tlice. *Lamenca on Hoxres,
Vol k- ps-164. '
' . yeom:m.
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yeoman. His countenance, which was benevolent, exhibited,
at the fame time, intelligence and fagacity. His manners had,
aruftic, yet polite and pleafing franknefs, which rendered him
acceptable to all ranks. He delivered himfelf on every occafion
neatly, in few words, and always to the purpofe ; and his anec~
dotes and ftories, of which he poffeffed a conﬁderable fund, were
liftened to with much plagfure.

It will not be expeCted that a man of thxs caft had made
many or profound political refletions ; but the native ftrength
and inftru@tive fagacity of his mind had fet him far above
the fophiftry of either religious or political fuperftition; and ‘
Bakewell lived and died one of the warmeft fupporters and
ftauncheft defenders of liberty.

Need we obferve.that he had defecls, fince he was himan 2.
.The moft prominent one for which he was remarked was a -
confiderable fhare of that quality ufually defignated by the
pame of cunning ; and even this, perhaps, was acquired, being:-
the vice of his profefion. Would to heaven that many of
thofe immortal heroes, on whofe memory we lavith fuch high-
flown eulogiums, had poffeffed half the virtues, and been de-
graded by as few vices, as this breeder of cattle !

THE LIFE OF

~

' THE REV. ANDREW KIPPIS, D. D.

Tuis very refpe@able and learned divine was born at Not-
tingham, on the 28th of March 1725. Both by the father’s
and the mother’s fide he was defcended from ejeted minifters. -
His father, Robert Kippis, who was a hofier at Nottingham,-
died when he was only five years of age; after which event he
was placed under the care of his grandfather, Andrew Kippis,
of Sleaford, in the county of Lincoln, who died in 1748, at the

age of eighty-four. At an early period, pains were taken to
inftil



