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eaenes Horton 

tells “Smarty” 

what is expected 

of him as a mem- 
ber of a famous 

bloodhound pack 

ats 

OUNDS 
FOR POLICE WORK 

persons or trail criminals requires pa- 
tience and understanding, according to 

Trooper William W. Horton, bloodhound 
trainer attached to Troop K of the New 

York State Police. Pictures on the two fol- 
lowing pages show the methods used by 

“T pers or a bloodhound to hunt lost 

JUNE, 1942 

Trooper Horton and his assistant, Trooper 
Robert Thomson, in initiating Smarty, a 

hand-picked pup, into the mysteries of po- 
lice duty. Smarty is 18 months old, which 

is considered the best age to 
start training these intelli- 
gent animals to work. 
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The assistant trainer, or “runner,” runs 
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at the leash, thinking about the liver. Then 
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and is given the meat. This is repeated and 
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TRAINING STARTS when Smarty is taken out into an open field 
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a good man to keep an eye on during the proceedings. Born and 

brought up at the barracks of Troop K, home of the celebrated 

New York State Police bloodhound pack, the doleful-looking Smarty 
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A SWEATER or other 
garment belonging to 
the runner is used to 
teach the dog to fol- 
low a given scent. As 
Smarty sniffs it, the 
runner sprints away 
and hides. The hound, 
puzzled by the disap- 
pearance of the liver, 
gets the idea of fol- 
lowing the scent... 

... and strains at the 
leash until he finds 
his quarry crouching 
behind a stone wall. 
Strange as it seems, 
the scent of a human 
is stronger than that 
of any other animal, 
and no two people have 
exactly the same odor  



Since wind sometimes blows the scent far to one side of the 
actual path followed by the quarry, the dog is not expected 
to stay on the trail, but just to go in the right direction 

A PAPER TRAIL laid by the runner shows 
Trooper Horton when the dog is going in the 
right direction, as Smarty learns to trail 
with his man completely out of sight. No 
fooling around is allowed during training 
periods, and an intelligent pup soon learns 
not to mix business and pleasure. In this 
chase, the runner decides to hide in a de- 
serted shed; he tacks a piece of paper on 
one side of the door as a clew for Trooper 
Horton. When Smarty unerringly tracks him 
down, a big fuss is made over the dog as 
shown at the right. Smarty sees that a good 
job earns him kind words—and more liver 
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training, Smarty gets his chance to make good. 
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from a mother whose child has wandered away into the woods 
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which Smarty. fol- 

lows to find the 
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